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Selected readings on China/environment 
 
Recent overviews: 
Day, Kristen A. . China’s Environment and the Challenge of Sustainable Development. London: ME 

Sharpe, 2005. 
Economy, Elizabeth. The River Runs Black: The Environmental Challenge to China's Future. Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 2004. 
 
Historical perspectives: 
Elvin, Mark. The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China. New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 2006. 
Shapiro, Judith. Mao's War against Nature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. 
 
Environmnetal enforcement: 
Alford, William P. et al. “The Human Dimension of Pollution Police Implementation: Air 

Quality in Rural China,” Journal of Conemporary China 11: 32 (2002): 495-513. 
Van Rooij, Benjamin and Carlos Wing-Hung Lo, “Fragile Convergence: Understanding 

Variation in the Enforcement of China’s Industrial Pollution Law,” Law & Policy 32: 
1 (2010), 14-37. 

Warwick, Mara and Leonard Ortolano, “Benefits and Costs of Shanghai’s Enivornmental 
Citizen Complaints System,” China Information XXI: 2 (2007): 237-268. 

 
Environmental NGOs and activism: 
Buesgen, Michael. "Environmental NGOs' Role in Expanding Social Spaces." China Journal of 

Social Work 1, no. 2 (2008): 160-71. 
Ho, Peter, and Richard Louis Edmonds, eds. China's Embedded Activism. Oxford: Routledge, 

2008. 
Jun, Jing. "Environmental Protests in Rural China." In Chinese Society: Change, Conflict and 

Resistance, edited by Elizabeth J. Perry and Mark Selden. New York: Routledge, 2000. 
Lei, Xie and Hein-Anton Van Der Heijden, “Environmental Movements and Political  
 Opportunities: The Case of China,” Social Movement Studies 9:1 (2010): 61-68.  
Litzinger, Ralph. "The Mobilization Of "Nature": Perspectives from North-West Yunnan." 

The China Quarterly, no. 178 (2004): 488-504. 
Litzenger, Ralph. “In Search of the Grassroots: Hydroelectric Poliics in Northwest Yunnan.” 

In Grassroots Political Reform in Contemporary China, edited by Elizabeth J. Perry and 
Merle Goldman, 282-299. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2007. 

Lu, Yiyi. "Enviornmental Civil Society and Governance." International Journal of Environmental 
Studies 64, no. 1 (2007): 59-69. 

Mertha, Andrew C. China's Water Warriros: Citizen Action and Policy Change. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 2008. 

Morton, Katherine. "Transnational Advocacy at the Grassroots: Benefits and Risks of 
International Cooperation." In China's Embedded Activism, edited by Peter Ho and 
Richard Lousi Edmonds, 195-215. Oxford: Routledge, 2008. 

Schwartz, Jonathan. "Environmental NGOs in China: Roles and Limits." Pacific Affairs 77, 
no. 1 (2004). 

Stalley, Phillip, and Dongning Yang. "An Emerging Environmental Movement in China?" 
The China Quarterly, no. 186 (2006): 333-56. 
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Sullivan, Jonathan, and Lei Xie. "Enviornmental Activism, Social Networks and the 
Internet." China Quarterly 198 (2009): 422-32. 

Sun, Yanfei, and Dingxin Zhao. "Environmental Campaigns." In Popular Protest in China, 
edited by Kevin J. O'Brien, 144-62. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2008. 

Tong, Yanqi. "Environmental Movements in Transitional Socieities: A Comparative Study of 
Taiwan and China." Comparative Politics (2005): 167-88. 

Weller, Robert P. Discovering Nature: Globalization and Environmental Culture in China and Taiwan. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 

Wu, Fengshi. "Environmental Gongo Autonomy: Unintended Consequences of State 
Strategies in China." The Good Society 12, no. 1 (2003): 35-45. 

Yang, Guobin. "Environmental NGOs and Institutional Dynamics in China." The China 
Quarterly, no. 181 (2005): 46-66. 

Zhao, Yuhong. "Environmental Dispute Resolution in China." Journal of Environmental Law 
16, no. 2 (2004): 157-92. 

 
Selected U.S. mainstream media (e.g. the conventional wisdom): 
Becker, Jasper. "China's Growing Pains." National Geographic, March 2004, 68-95. 
Economy, Elizabeth C. "The Great Leap Backward?" Foreign Affairs September/October 

(2007). 
Oster, Shai, and Mei Fong. "River of Tears: In Booming China, a Doctor Battles a Polluting 

Factory." The Wall Street Journal, July 19 2006, A-1. 
Yardley, Jim. "Chinese Groups Seek to Halt a Dam and Spare a Treasured Place." The New 

York Times, October 20, 2004 2004, A-10. 
———. "Dam Building Threatens China’s "Grand Canyon" " The New York Times, March 10 

2004, A-1. 
 
 
Other resources: 
The China Enivornment Forum at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington DC, 

particularly their annual publication The China Enviornment Series.  
The Congressional Executive Comission on China (CECC) puts out an annual report and 

the section on the enviornment is always worth reading.  See http://www.cecc.gov/ 
Micheal Zhao’s collection of China/environment documentaries, available at 

http://michaelzhao.net/embed/.   
 
 
 


